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Daniel EUsberg and Anthony 
Russo Jr. formally have filed 
a brief ■with the Supreme 
Court charging that govem- 
’ ment wiretapping has talhted 
their defense iu the Pentagon 
Papers triair f ■ ^ ,5/' ' 
EUsberg. and Rikso, whose 
trial in Los Angeles h^ been, 
delayed by Justice William 0^ 
Douglas,, said in a brief yester- 
day that they should 'have a . 
hearing with both sides pres- 
ent to determine whejther the 
interception could affect.lheir 
right to a fair trial. ' 

In the ehaUenge the two de- 
fendants caUed into question 
the' government’s right to con- 
duct “forei^ surveUiance” by 
■wiretap a court order. , 
The government has stated it 1 
jacked up conversations bear- ' 
ing on the base in the cour^ of 
surveillance of _ foreign 'sub%. 
jects. 

The :two are charged ■with 
conspiracy, theft .of govern-., 
i ment property and violation oi . 
the Esmonage Act inlealdt^ 

;; to j the .press in 1^ the once- 1 
^secret . Defense ' Department , 
study on the origins of the ’ 
■Vietnam war. ■ -’" 
t ^ They me appealing from de- 
cisions by U.S. District 0>urt 
Judge W. Matt Byrne Jr. and , 
the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of , 
. Appeals, which denied them , 
i special wiretap hearings. / 
V Byrne examined :the govern- 
ment’s eavesdropping _disclo-| 

; sure hlmseU and said it could‘ 
not possibly have any bearing, 
on tlm trial. I* 



